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NOP Certification Program
KEAHIAET R

1. Purpose HIf]
This policy governs how SRS Certification GmbH (hereinafter referred to as ‘SRS’)
implements the USA National Organic Program (NOP) on the certification of organic
products. It specifies the work related to certification based on the management
policy, operation system, implementation method and other matters necessary for
the implementation of business related to certification. NOP is based on the US
Organic Food Production Act (OFPA).
ARBUR S FSESRS Certification GmbH  (IX T & #7"SRS”) ik EERE VT
(NOP) HXAEW™mINENME. ABSKEKRR T ETEEBR. BEER. =X
He71E R HMSINEEX Y S LM AFENNIMELE, NOPETXEARYEM
H7=ER (OFPA) .

2. Scope Ji[F

NOP allows organic certification of products from farming (crops and livestock),
crops collected in unmanaged areas (wild crops), and processed food products
(handling). Non-food agricultural products, such as feedstuff, fibers, and medicinal
products may also be certified.

NOP AIFWARW™& (RIEMHMEBER) . NMEABEXEXENEY (FEEY)
UEMI RS M (INRD) #THEVIAE. FRMA~ R, WiEe. F4ME4H
P, e IERFIANIE.

As an integral part of certification, material must be reviewed for its compliance with
NOP.
EAINERERER D, DAHEEMBIZE SRS NOP MEXK.

All organic products which are imported to the United States must fully comply with
NOP and be certified by a USDA-accredited certifying agent. For some countries
and regions however organic trade arrangements exist (for details see chapter 5
below).

Fra# 02 XENEY~RMARNTEERFE NOP Zk, FhEER WIRH AR
MHETINE. AT, NTFREERMMX, FEANRZHE (FEESILTXES
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3. Quality Management for Implementation of NOP
NOP Lt i i &5
3.1 SRS offers its certification service under a regime of impartiality, as required by
OFPA

SRSIRIEOFPA §6515(9)AIE K, ANIEMHE TREIMERS .

§6515 (g). Risks of impartiality are assessed annually, staff must disclose
possible conflicts of interest, performance monitoring shall oversee
implementation. SOP-2 Impartiality Management applies to NOP, except
that the Impartiality Board, which is an external group of experts, does not
deal with NOP certifications.

§6515(g) AIEMMNEEGENL, RTATRBBENSAR, SRUSEN K
BXiEER. SOP-2 AEEMERENTNOP, EIEAIIMBERANAIENSE
RS HRALENOPINEES .

3.2 Confidential handling of all information related to certified operations, as
required by OFPA §6515 (f), is ruled by SOP-4 Confidentiality. This includes
disclosure of information to authorities and the public. More specific rules
relating to NOP are covered in ORG-Pol-1 Disclosure of information.
RHEOFPA §6515(f) HIZK, B 5UGEEEHKKIE SRS L FE, A
KAE WSOP-4 fREME, AFFH A LA IMARIE B iEE . A RXNOPH]
AR WL TORG-Pol-1 {5 B35 -

3.3 SRS shall employ a sufficient number of inspectors and certification staff to
perform the services we offer. Inspectors have a crucial position in the
entire certification process, therefore close attention shall be paid to their
management. The rules for selecting, training, approving, and monitoring
of staff can be found in SOP-3 Personnel Management. It applies to NOP.
SRSIEH E W H BRI A AMIAIEAN G, PAPAT i BRIk ST . A AR
IR R RA KRR, BN EE E A E R, RN R Lk, 5
Wil SEE B U LSOP-3 NS . 1%#E & H TNOP,

3.4  When consulting the organic regulations (Titel 7 C.R.F. Part 205), SRS staff

and clients are and shall be instructed to use the online version to ensure the
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latest updated rules are applied. These updated rules can be found at

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules- regulations/organic. Especially the National

List sees frequent changes, https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-

requlations/organic/national-list of which SRS must be aware. Where the NOP

lacks provisions, the Program Handbook shall be searched for information. In
some cases, the NOP has requested the Standard Board (NOSB) to work our
NOSB recommendations, these may help to deal with some cases and shall

be consulted (https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-

regulations/organic/nosb/recommendations).

FEBERANIEM bR@7 C.F.R. 5205845 I, SRSTAEA G K& RiAE
FAEZRhRAS, DA OROE H S5BTE TT BN o 36 8 507 A 0 ) ] £
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic %% [, [E 5 80 H
SPEARE, RhEN https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-
regulations/organic/national-list, SRS )T . ENOPTLAH I &
i, AR T E T DGRBE R . ERELET, NOPTERFRMES i1 2
(NOSB) #iI;ENOSBEEI, XLLF A B TAFAH R, HRN T UZ%

(https://lwww.ams.usda.gov/rules-

regulations/organic/nosb/recommendations) .

3.5 Management of documents and the management of records are described in
SOP-8 Control of Documents and SOP-9 Control of Records, both apply to
NOP. The index of documents, $8-F1 shows which documents relate to NOP.
Records related to certification work are maintained for at least 10 years.
SAFE LS IL A B WL SOP-8 SUAHEHIFISOP-9 BR=H], —FHIEi T
NOP. S+ 51S8-F1517x 1 SNOPAHICHISC . SIAE AR R C 3 B 2
D ORAE104F

4. Inspection and Certification Work
K& SMETAE

4.1 The certification process is described in SOP-6 Certification Process. For the
following steps of the process, separate policies and work instructions exist, all
apply to NOP.

WIEFFEVE WL.SOP-6 IANEREFF. X T/R& P UR, WA ML BURM TIER T,
& HTNOP.
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4.2

4.3

a) Making cost estimates #l|E il A& {5&: S6-Pol2

b) ODP review ODP®&#%: ORG-Wi1.5

c¢) Organic inspections H#1147&: ORG-Wi1.2

d) Unannounced inspections JFi@%0#5&: ORG-Wi6

e) Sampling and testing X4 5#&M]: ORG-Pol2

f) Material review NOP #1#1i¥8: ORG-Pol4

g) Seed and planting material %} Z5E51%]: ORG-Pol-5
h) Group certification F{&IAIE: ORG-Pol-6

i) Pesticide residues handling # Z35% BB 4018 : ORG-Wi2
k) Review and certification & % 5iAiEF: ORG-Wi7

I) Review of labels #r%E1%: ORG-T6.2

m) Amending certificatestF $5{& 2 S6-Wi8

In addition to the policies and instructions of SRS, for the purpose of

certification, the NOP Noncompliance and Adverse Actions Flow Chart and

the 4002 Penalty Matrix will be consulted.

BRSRSIBIRANIESH, INERIE RS ENOPEM S A FEHERTEE X 400253 N

pi]icN

Once an operation is certified, or a certificate has been updated, this information

shall be entered into the USDA Organic Integrity Database (OID) in a timely

manner and the generated certificate and operation profile are downloaded and

filed in the respective operator’s folder. In cases where certificates are

suspended, revoked or surrendered the respective entry in the OID must be

updated within 72 hours of the notification’.

LEAEE SAESRAFAE, BOUEBA R, RO A% BN NS B ROV A L

WAEEHEE (OID) , FRE AL U IE TS SR A2 A 58 T B A AH S A 2 1) ST

fEerf e MUEB R W EUBGT S, NALE )72/ A B FOID AR

S

NOP determines that annual inspections for maintenance of certification

must be conducted once every calendar year.

EZ AP (NOP) g, WA N IHE AT —IREER &
QLRINTIDR

1 §205.662(¢)(3)
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44 Procedures SOP-7 Handling of Complaints rules how SRS deals with
complaints, appeals, and allegations.
SOP-7 BiIFMEEBEFHE | SRSTEALFLHIF. R S5+ U B B AR 7
4.5 The use of the USDA logo or marks by its customers, implying that a
product is produced organically, must be reviewed by SRS. SOP-1 Use of
Certificates and Marks is implemented with relation to NOP certification.
Clients sign a contract (86-Con1) to ensure they are aware of the
requirement as determined by OFPA §6505 (1) and (2).
FFEFERESUSDARIRERIMA . B~ mABYESw, Nl
SRSH#HZE. SOP-1 iE B SHRiAEAMSERENOPIMERE KL, &
F%ES6-Con1 INESE, DFIAETH (AR MEE)
(OFPA) §6505 (1) 5(2)%FMAIAXEXK.
4.6 Ifinvestigations become necessary following the receipt of complaints,
the NOP Administrator needs to be informed.

PR RR AR AT IR A, U ERINOPITH % 61

4.7 Some cases of residue detections must be reported to the USA, Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) or to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
respective rules and SRS procedures can be found in ORG-Wi2 Residue
Handling — NOP.

PR A 2 B B RS DN A9 0 A 7 5 £t 24 i B B R (FDA) BRIAEE fR 9P
% (EPA) , HAEHUE K SRSHEFF 1 IORG-Wi2 RZjF B AL - NOP.

4.8 When certified operations sell organic product to the US, Import Certificates are
mandatory. Operators apply to SRS and SRS will use the OID to generate the
document, ORG-Wi8 Issuance of Transaction Certificates explains the
specific procedures.

WIERRAE S 7] 26 A AN S, AR bk CHIER] . #RAEE M SRS H H
i, SRS¥HEIOIDAERMALICMF, HEFE T LORG-Wi8 R S+

5. Organic Trade Arrangements
BNRASHE

5.1 The most common type of organic trade arrangement that USDA has with states

or communities of states (EU, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, Switzerland, UK) is an
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5.2

5.3

organic equivalency agreement. It is important to note, that these trade
arrangements do not include third countries, i.e. a product certified NOP but
produced outside of a country with which a trade arrangement exists cannot be
accepted as equivalent under the arrangement. However, such products, when
used as raw material and further processed in the “equivalent country”, may
qualify after processing. The current list of (communities of) states including
information on the respective agreement, e.g. on the scope and terms, can be

accessed at: https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-

certification/international-trade.

FEERH (USDA) MBI PrEX (K. G, BHA. #E. fmt. 5%

) )i H WA LA 5 Z A AR fFRERRE, X5 5 2 A
W H =, RIZIINOPINIEELR ™ B 55 5 W€ B 2 Shag 7, A BERR I 1% 0
SERAAER . AR, XK RAEA R, AR E A — B I LG,

I RERF A BE kG . 2AHT (MBI R X)D 4 5 AR CH S B (B Gy L A 26350

ALE DA B SREL:  hitps://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-

certification/international-trade .

Trade arrangement with regard to export of NOP certified products from the
USA does not affect the work of SRS as SRS does not certify operations in
the United States of America.

B SE E H E INOPIIE™ fh 1 52 5 P € ANFEMISRS I LA, KINSRSAXS
S 55 A HOHRAE EAABEATIE.

The US-Canadian equivalency arrangement is of special importance because all
USDA certified organic products are eligible for trade under the equivalence
agreement with Canada, including third countries (for exceptions see below link).
Also aquatic plants are eligible for USDA organic certification under the crop

standards (see Policy Memo 12-1 of NOP Handbook) and may be sold or

marketed as organic in Canada. However, there are some stipulations. In order
to be sold, labeled or represented as organic in Canada, NOP organic products
must meet the following additional requirements (see
https://inspection.canada.ca/organic-products/guidance-documents/us-canada-
organic- equivalency-arrangement/eng/1598281316410/1598281317018):
FINA PLERE BA R AR EZENE, FOSATE USDA YAERIAHL™ M A Bk
WHE 5 INE R AR E BT 51 5, BFRSE = (BIAMELLIL T i) - it
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Gb, FRIEEDRRE (S0 NOP FME12A5BUREER) , KAEMWA Tiisik
FUSDAGHLIAIE, FFATAEINE KA AL fhBAT i B E AL, (HAFES T IR
Hille MEMEREE. boRsELAN™ M, NOP AHHL™ i 2 LA K i
ER (S https:/linspection.canada.ca/organic-products/guidance-
documents/us-canada-organic-equivalency-

arrangement/eng/1598281316410/1598281317018) :

e Agricultural products produced with the use of sodium nitrate shall not
be sold or marketed as organic in Canada.

A R R B AL 7= AR 7 i AR AE I RAE A HL™ i i B el B A

e Agricultural products produced by hydroponic or aeroponic production
methods shall not be sold or marketed as organic in Canada.

KK BB A P TR P A S ARHE IS KA AL i B BE
.

e Agricultural products derived from animals (with the exception of ruminants)
must be produced according to livestock stocking rates as set out in the
most recent version of Canadian organic regulations (CAN/CGSB32.310).
BRI AN, SRR HIAS ™ i LR BB AR HIN &= KA LR

(CAN/CGSB32.310) #iL5E 1 & B TR 77 3 FEREAT 427

5.3.1 Operators are requested by SRS to list all countries they might want to export
to in their Organic Project Description (OPD), part G (ORG-F3 series).
Operators who list Canada as one of the countries must answer additional
questions and demonstrate that their products fulfil the additional requirements.
This will be verified by the SRS inspector during the inspection.
SRSZELREAEEEHANIH UM (OPD) Giffsr (ORG-F3RF] H¥lHATA
L VR E 5. R NSRBI S B X 22— A, 20 Im] 2 A4 in) O HIE
B S AT S BN 5K . SRS B GO AE A A A o e AT 5%

5.3.2 NOP organic products exported to Canada must be accompanied by an
organic certificate issued by a USDA-accredited certifying agent recognized
under the terms of the U.S.-Canada equivalence arrangement (USCOEA).
When compliance criteria are met, the NOP organic certificate (ORG-T3.2)
that is issued by SRS to operators who might export to Canada will include

the following attestation statement: “Certified in accordance with the terms of
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the U.S.-Canada Organic Equivalency Arrangement.”

N EE K HINOPA HL™ il i A A FAR I 5 N A HLAE R 2 HE Sk
(USCOEA) ATTHEE RN (USDA) 2RI ATENIAL H 2 A HLIEF
FEWE G AR HERI SO0 T, SRSIAMUHE M 2N KK #AEE MUK IINOPA HLIE

F (ORG-T3.2) K& LA N IANIERA B AR LA HLAE R b g 263K NE. 7

5.3.3 All product labels for exports to Canada must be in English and in French.
Under USCOAE, the USDA as well as the Canadian organic logo maybe used
(though voluntary). Labelling rules for Canada can be found at
https://inspection.canada.ca/food- |abels/labelling/industry/organic-
claims/eng/1623967517085/1623967517522?chap=5
BTt N K bR A8 e AU F S E A . iR SE A ML R E, ]
A FHUSDA KNS R AR E CHIED o IIEEKRIPRZE T 2[4 -
https://inspection.canada.ca/food-labels/labelling/industry/organic-

claims/eng/1623967517085/1623967517522?chap=5

5.4 A trade arrangement which existed between the USDA and the Indian
government terminated on July 12, 2022, after an 18-month transitional period. It
is important to note, that NPOP (National Programme for Organic Production of
India) certified products which did not enter the NOP chain before July 12, 2022
can no longer be sold to the US as organic. And since that date all organic
products produced in India must be certified by an NOP accredited certification
agency (ACA), as is the case for all other countries without a trade arrangement.
However, NOP established special oversight for ACAs active in India, which
includes additional requirements:

L8 A G, EELREE (USDA) 5B EEBUM Z 811K 52 5 thiE T
20224E7 F12H % 1E. FREAFRERAIE, R T202297 H12H A A K EH E XA
Pl (NOP) & RENEEZZAHEBH (NPOP) Wi/, BEAHE
AN RAHAESRE . B H R, BRI A AL e A i 56 [ [
FANE (NOP) AFTAIENIR (ACA) HEATIIE, MHUE S5HTE 65 5
SEMTE X —2. SR, NOPXSFEEEEIE & HA AT UENLA SEtE 5l e B, B
LA HAN 2K

- reporting of active staff

IR TAE N 5
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- reporting of applicable policies and procedures, including a procedure for

verification of documents for shipment of organic produce and issuance of

TCs
&S FHECRARE T, BFEA VR s b L S (TC) 28k
EHa T

- issuance of transaction certificates for shipments of organic products to the US
Jyth H &L E AN st e KA GiE s (TC)

- reporting of all positive test results of samples taken at Indian organic
operations

75 B EEA UMb AR FR) P A PR A D 4

- testing of soybean meal before shipment.

FERIB RN TAABEAT RN o

Further and current information on requirements and rules for offering NOP
in India can be found on the USDA website at

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic- certification/international-

trade/India.
BRI ERMASEEA I FATE (NOP) RS A EHr ER AN, i
T 1) 5[] AR MU 38 9 3
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